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■ A recent Soviet defector has provided aa 
interesting footnote to C entral I ntelligence 
Agency Director Stansfield Turner’s much- 
publicized and controversial refusal to rule 
out the possibility that his agency would use 
Atrierican journalists for future covert oper- 
ations. ' •vI'Lr'-r - . 

vT According to Tlya Dzhirkvelov, a former 
Soviet foreign correspondent who defected toi 
'Britain last month, all Soviet news cor- 
respondents are at least jtq. -some .'extent 
agents of the-KGB, the Soviet secret police. 
All, that is>, are expected to, and do, report 
;all their conversations with Westerners and 
foreign ..government officiais back. td-Mos-j. 
how.. ‘ 

7, Dzhirkvelov’s account ‘of his own career 
'offers a revealing case in point. He began as 
a full-time KGB intelligence officer; then, in 
1956, was made a correspondent with Tass,. 
the official Soviet news agency,, and served 
in Zanzibar and the Sudan during the 60s and' 


70srL 


While stationed in theSudan, he met every 
morning, promptly at 9 a.m,, with a regular 
KGB agent to relay all the details of his 
conversations with Sudanese-' officials.. He 
also undertook intelligence-gathering mis- 
■sions- of his own. J A: ' 'L 

In 1977 he was made information officer at 
, the, .World,. Health Organization in Geneva, 


where he was informed upon arrival that his 
work would be judged, not by its contribution 
to the United Nations, but by the amount of 
inforrnation it produced for the KGB. 

Nor was he in an unusual position; Geneva, 
he told the London Tjmes, “is a huge center 
of international espionage, the Tangiers of 
our time.’A'All Soviet citizens there, though 
supposed ly» working for international agen- 
cies, are actually KGB inflitrators who re- 
port bn all their conversations- with; West- 
ernersAAfAX'S- ■■• AA, A;;; 

This all-encompassing spy network, does 
produce'' some ironic results, however. Be- 
/cause all these agents try to send back 
information tailored to suit the current 
Kremlin- viewpoint, the Soviet leadership is 
deluged with a mass of “disinformation” 
which Dzhirkvelov says gives them a dis- 
torted picture of world events. . : . 

; “More often than not- we heard the news 
from .the BBC rather than our own cor-- 
respbndents,” he says, “and when our people 
do file we always check what they, send 
against Reuters to see what is really happen- 
ing.’’ ,:V ■ “A f;';-. - 

A There’s a warning for Turner in all this. If 
he follows the Soviet example too far, he 
might end up having to cross-check all his 
journalist-agents’ reports against Pravda. 
the official Soviet newspaoer; ; ACt A;. ; 
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